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OUCHING the facramients; this is alfo the ufe and end 

for which they were ordained; as we may fee,- Luke vii. 
30. But the pharifees and lawyers repelled the counfel of GOD 
againft themfelves, being not baptized of John. In which 
words is evidently included, that it was GOD’s purpofe 
in John's baptif{m to bring them to Chrift, and in him to 
heaven. So much alfo is faid of his baptifm, Mark i. 4. 
Fohn did baptize in the wilderne/s, and preach the bapti/m 
of repentance for the remiffion of fins. It this were the end 
of John’s, much more was it the end of Chrift’s baptifm; 
it being more excellent than Zohn's was, not in fubftance, 
but in the fulnefs of grace adminiftered by it. Ald that 
have been baptized into Chrift, faith the apollle, have been bap- 
tized into his death, Rom. vi. 3. All ye that have been bap- 
tized into Chrift, have put on Chrifl, Gal. ii. 27, The ve- 
ry phrafes there ufed, thew that baptifm is, in its original 
intention, an inftrument of uniting men to Chrift, and 
giving them communion with him in the benefits of 
his death. Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirtt, faith our Saviour, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, John ili. 3. 5. 
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I will fhut up thi. with dds ii. g8. Repent and be bap» 
tized every one of you, for the remiffion of fans; plainly im- 
plying, that therefore is baptifm ordained to be received, 
that thofe who receive it, might have their fins remitted. 

This is alfo GOD’s intent in the Lord’s fupper. This 
is my body, faith Chrift, and thes is my blood, Matt. xxvi. 
26. 28. In thofe words teaching us, that in that facra- 
ment there is an exhibition of Chrift and his benefits in- 
tended on GOD's part, and received of thofe by whom 
no obftacie is interpofed; and therefore doth the apoftle 
call it in exprefs words, 1 Cor, x. 16. The communion of 
the body and blood of Chrift. 

For this end alfo is the patience of GOD exercifed 
among men, as we may fee, Rom. u. 4. Defpafeft thou 
the riches of his goodne/s and forbearance, not knowing that 
the mercy of GOD leadeth thee to repentance? But thou, af- 
ter thy hardne/s and impenttent heart, heapeft up wrath to 
thyfelf. In thefe words may be noted, 1. GOD's intent 
in forbearing fins, which 1s, the leading of men to repent- 
ance, and fo on to falvation: for repentance is by him or- 
dained to falvation, as a means to the end. 2. The per- 
fons to whom GOD intendeth this good by his forbearance: 
and they are fuch as de/pife the riches of hts goodne/s, and 
have hard and impenitent hearts. 9. The event of this their 
contempt of GOD’s patience, and that is, @ trea/uring up 
of wrath unto themfelves againft the day ef wrath, Out ot 
all which, laid together, arifeth thus much; that GOD, by 
fparing wicked men, who have impenitent hearts, intend- 
eth ther everlafting good, though they, by the abufe of 
his patience, and by their refufal to repent, treafure up unto 
themfelves wrath and mifery everlafting. 

The like to this is delivered in 2 Pet. tii. 9. The Lord 
is not flack, as _fome men count flacknefs, but patient towards 
us; that is, us men. And why patient towards us? Be- 
caufe he would have none to perilh. The end, therefore, 
of GOD’s patience is man’s falvation and repentance. 

In the Jait place, thofe other gilts of GOD, by which 
men’s underftandings are enlightened. and their fouls beau- 
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tified (namely, knowledge, fortitude, liberality, temperance, 
humility, chaftity, and fuch like} are beflowed upon all that 
have them, among whom are many that prove reprobates 
in the end, that by the exercife of them, and continuance 
in them, they might come to eternal life, 

That reprobates are adorned with many of thefe graces, 
appears by fundry fcriptures, efpecially Hed. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
where the apoftle faith, that 2 2s «mpofible for thofe who 
were once enlightened, and have tafled of the heavenly grft, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted 
the good word of GOD, and the, powers of the world to 
come, if they fhall fell qway, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance. The graces which the apoftle here {peaketh of, are 
not ordinary, but fpecial and excellent graces; illumination, 
faith, a relifh of GOD’s word, and a tafte of heaven; 
and the perfons fpoken of, are apoftates, fuch as are un- 
der a poflibility of falling away for ever (for upon a dan- 
ger not poflible cannot be built a fold exhortation) and 
confequently reprobates: and the thing intimated is, that 
upon apoftates and reprobates are thefe excellent gifts ma- 
ny times beflowed. The like fpeech we have, Hed. x. 26. 
For tf we fin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fin. From 
whence we may colleé, that men who fin willingly and 
unpardonably, may have received the knowledge of the 
truth; yea, and be fanétified by the bleod of the teftament 
and by the Spirit of grace, ver. 29. 

The unclean {pint may go out of a man, Matt. xii. 43. 
They may receive the word with joy, Matt. xii. 20, And 
many more excellent graces they may have befides. Now 
all thefe virtues and graces are not given them that they 
might abufe them, and fo purchafe to themfelves the great- 
er damnation; or that they might do good to others with 
them, but none to themfelves: but rather, that, as by the 
former gifts of nature, fo by thefe of grace they may ob- 
tain falvation, For if GOD aim at this in thofe’ gifts 
that are farther off, much more in thefe, which make thole 
that have them, not far from the kingdom of heaven. My 
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proof for this, I borrow of our divines at the fynod, whe 
in their faffrage have thefe two pofitions : 

1. “ There are certain internal works preparing a 
“man for juftification, which,’ by the power of the word 
“and Spirit, are wrought in the hearts of men ‘not yet 
* juftified; fuch as are the knowledge of GOD’s will, a 
“-fenfz of fin, and fear of punifhment.”” This is their firf. 

2. Their fecond pofition is this: ‘“* Thofe whom GOD 
“by his word and Spirit affeéteth after this manner, thofe 
“ he truly and ferioufly calleth and inviteth to converfion.”’ 

Out of thefe two thefes thus much arifeth, that GOD 
workeih the knowledge of his will, the fenfe of fin, fear 
of hell, hope of pardon, and confequently, many other ex- 
cellent graces, in the hearts of men, that by thefe they may 
be converted, and fo eternally faved. 

We fee, by thefe things, what end GOD aimeth at in 
his gifts to men. 

But there are fome fcripturés that feem to fay the con- 
trary, namely, Rom. i. 20. where GOD is faid to reveal 
himfelf to the Gentiles by the creatures, that they mht be 
evithout excufe. And Luke ii. 94. Simeon faith of Chritt, 
that he ts appornted for the falling and rifing again of many 
in Ifrael. And 1 Cor, 1. 23. We preach Chrift, faith St.- 
Paul, ‘to the Jews a flumbleng-block. 2 Cor. 1. 16. We are 
the favour of death unto death. By thefe places it feemeth 
that GOD givetlythefe things to fome, to make them ftum- 
ble, and that they might be left without excufe. | What 
fhall we fay, therefore, to thefe places? ' 

OF all of them in general I may fay, that they are to be un- 
derftood of the end, which is many times effected by thefe 
gifts of GOD, and not of the end which is primarily mtend- 
ed in them; and they fhew what Chrift, the word preach- 
ed, and the gilts of nature and grace, are occafonally to 
fome men, tl.rough their voluntary rebellion againft GOD, 
and not what they are :/enzona//y in GOD’s firft thoughts 
and refoluuons: he intendeth them for their good, though 
many times they receive them to their hurt. Ie is with 
GOvd's gifts, and that very often too, as it is fometimes 
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with phyfic : it is given by the phyfician for the patient's 
good ; but many times,’ through the diftemper of his body, ._ 
it doth him hurt. «And as at is with the fun, GOD intend- — 
eth by the fhining of it, the enlightening and cheering of 
men and other creatures, yet fome men are hurt by the hght 
of it, others are fcorched by the heat of it; accidentally, 
by reafon of the climates wherein they live, or the ill-affeét- 
ednefs of their eyes and bodies: So the bleflings of GOD, 
which out of his abundant goodnefs are beflowed on men for 
their eternal good, through their ill temper of heart, effeé 
their hurt, partly becaufe of their. wickednefs, and partly 
becaufe of the juftice of GOD ; who, as he hath an antece- 
dent and gracious will to do men good; fohe hath a con. 
fequent and judiciary will, of giving up obftinate men to 
their own hearts’ Jufts, and of permitting them to dafh againtt 
Chrift, and other means of life, and fo ta fall into endlefs 
mifery; which made Pro/per fay, ““ They that have defpi- 
“ fed GOD's inviting will, fhall feel his revenging will.” 
Now if this be the meaning of thefe feriptures,. then do; 
they not thwart that which hath been faid of GOD’s graci+ 
ous intent of promoting the eternal good of men by his blef- 
{ings beftowed upon them: for no finful event is properly 
under GOD’s decree, but under his prefcience on!y, or at 
moft under a permiffive decree : ard) many things happerig 
the world which are befide the antecedent and principal pur, 
pofe of GOD ; not becaufe there is any want of power in 
GOD, but becaufe his willis often conditional, and there, 
fore not effcéted, becaufe the condition is not performed. . 
But ‘by the opinion of abfolute reprobation, the gifts both 
of nature and grace have another end: euher GOD doth 
not mean them to thofe that perifh, although they enjoy 
them, becaufe they are mingled in te world with the eleti, 
to whom only they are diretted ; or if he do, he meaneth 
they fhall have them, and. be lifted up by them above the 
common rank of men, that their fall may. be the greater. 
And fo mucly is faid by the chief defenders of it. @** GOD 
“ fendeth his word to reprobates,” faith Ca/vin, “ that they 
“ might be made more deaf; he fettcth, upa light before 
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«them, to make them the blinder ; he giveth them a reme- 
«dy, that they might not be healed.” And, faith Beza, 
“It fhould not feem abfurd unto us, that GOD fhould offer 
*« his grace in the word and facraments, not that they might 
“be faved by it, but that they might be obnoxious to the 
“ forer puntihment.” So Maccovius, “ Chrift knocketh at 
‘‘ the hearts of reprobates, who he knoweth neither can or 
** will open unto him ; not that he may enter in, but partly 
“ that he may upbraid them for their impotency, and partly 
“ that he may increafe their damnation.” 

More particularly by this doétrine, 

I. Chrift came not into the world to procure the falvati- 
on of them that perifh, becaufe they were inevitably ordain- 
ed to perith. 

II. The word of grace is not fent to them: or if it be, it 
is fent that they might flight it or contemn it, and fo increafe 
their damnation by contemning 11; which being fo, thefe 
inconveniencies will arife: 

1. That GOD isa mere deluder of miferable men, whom 
he calleth to falvation in the name of his Son by the preach- 
ing of the word: for what elfe can he be, that pretendeth 
their good, whom he fully intendeth to ruin ? 

2. That minifters are but falfe witneffes, becanfe in their 
miniftry they offer falvation conditionally to many, whofe 
damnation is determined abfolutely. 

3. The miniftry of the word cannot leave men without ex- 
cufe : for reprobates may have this juft plea; “ Lard, doeft 
“thou panifh us for not believing in thy Son, when thou 
* didft call us to believe by the preaching of thy word ? 
“Why? Thou didft decree to leave usin Adam’s fin; to 
* give us neither power to believe, nor a Chrift to believe 
“in. How canft thow juftly charge us with fin, or in- 
“ creafe our puntfhment for not believing in him, whom 
“ thou didft refolve, before the world was, that we fhould 
** never believe in?” 

III. The facraments alfo, by this opinion, figmfy no- 
thing, feal nothing, confer nothing to fuch as are not faved; 
but 
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but are mere blanks to them, not through the fault of the 
men, but by the primary and abfolute will of GOD. 

Laftly, GOD’s other gifts which he beftoweth upon 
men, of what nature foever they be, are, to the moft that 
receive them, in GOD’s abfolute intention, 

1. Unprofitable, fuch as fhall never do them good in re- 
ference to their eternal condition, 

2. Hurtful; given them not out of love, but extreme 
hatred ; not that they might ufe them well, and be bleffed 
in fo doing, but that they might ufe them ill, and by ill 
ufing of them procure to themfelves the greater damnation. 
GOD lifieth them up, as the devil did Chrift, to the pin- 
nacle of the temple, that fo they might fall; and load- 
eth them with knowledge and other goodly endowments, 
that with the weighi of them he might fink them down to 
hell. 

And fo, by good confequence, GOD’s choiceft gifts are 
intended and ufed as {nares to entrap men’s ,fouls. Men 
that have them, have little caufe to be thankful for them or 
to love the giver of them, but to hate him rather ; becaufe they 
are bur giftlefs gifts, of the fame nature with a griping ufurer’s 
bounty, Zaed’s courtefy, Saul’s marrying of Michal to David, 
or a bait for a poor fifh, which fhe {wallowed with a hock te 
boot: 

9 My fourth general reafon againft abfolute reprobation is, 
it is a hindrance to piety : it is a doétrine that ferveth greats 
ly to difeourage holinefs, and encourage profanenefs. It 
maketh minifters, by is natural import, negligent in their 
preaching, praying, and other fervices, which are ordained 
of GOD for the eternal good of his people. It maketh peo- 
ple carelefs in hearing, reading, praying, inftruéiing their 
fainilies, examining their confciencies, fafting and gam y 
for their fins, and all other godly exercifes. Ina word, 
cutteth afunder the very finews of religion, and pulleth away 
the ftrongeft inducements to a holy life. Therefore, it is 
Ao true and wholefome dottrine. g@ >, 4} 
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That it doth fo, will appear by thefesreafons that follow. 

1. It taketh away hope and fear ; hope of attaining any 
food by godlinefs; fear of fuftaining any hurt by wicked- 
nefs : and fo it taketh away two principal props of religion. 

The reafon may be refolved into thefe two branches: 

1. Hope dnd fear uphold godlinefs. Were it not for 
thefe, it would come to ruin: by thefe ere men firongly led 
on to virtue, and with-held from vice. Hope doth flir men 
up to begin, and ftrengthen them in the doing of any good 
aétion begun. By this hope of heaven did our Saviour ftir 
up himfelf (as he was man) to endure the cro/s, and de/prfe 
the fhame, Heb. xii. 2. By this he heartened his difeiples 
to do and to fuffer for his fake, Matt. v. 11, 12, and x. 92. 
By this have all the godly, in all ages, encouraged them- 
felves in well-doing, as we may fee in general, Phil. ii. 
20,21. Col. i. 5. Tit. ii. 12, 19. And in particular, Abra- 
ham left his country and kindred at GOD’s call, becau/e he 
looked for a city, whofe builder and maker was GOD, Heb. 
xi. 8,9, 10. Mo/es left all the pleafures and treafures of © 
Egypt, and endured afflictions with the people of GOD, becaufe 
he faw him that was inviftble, and had re/pel to the recom- 
pence of reward, ver. 25,26, 27. The martyrs endured 
racks, gibbets, lions, fword, fire, with a world of other 
torments, becaufe they looked for a better refurredtion, ver. 95. 
Paul endeavoured always to keep a clear confitence, through 

WWPhe hope which he had of a bleffed refurrettion, A&s xxiv. 
15,16. All the noble and heroic aéts of aftive and paffive 
obedience, have fprung from the hope of eternal glory. 
Soldiers, merchants, hufbandmen, all are whetted on by 
hope, to diligence in their callings, as daily experience 
fheweth us. The hope of heaven, therefore, is a great 
encouragement to piety. ¢ 


[ Continued to poge 157.] 
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The following difcourfe was written by our honoured friend 
John Weicy, above five and fifty years ago, for the ufe 
of his pupils at Oxford. It does not indeed flritlly come 
within the letter of our engagements in the preface to the firft 
volume of our magazine. But as it has never been publifh- 
ed'in America, and but lately in Europe, we will venture on 
one exception to our general rule. 


SERMON XV. 


Cn LUKE xxit: 19. 


Do this in. temembrance of me. 


T is no wonder that men who have no fear of GOD, 
fhould never think of doing this. But it is ftrange that 
it fhould-be neglefted by any that do fear GOD, and defire 
to fave their fouls: and yet nothing is more cemmon. One 
reafon why many negleét it is, they are fo much afraid of 
eating and drinking unworthely, that they never think how 
much greater the danger is, when they do not eat or drink it 
at all, That I may do what! can to bring thefe well- 
meaning men to a more juft way of thinking, I fhall, 

Firft, fhew that it is the duty of every chriftian to re- 
ceive the Lord’s fupper as often as he can; and ane 
aniwer fome objeétions. 

I. Iam to fhew, that it is the duty of every chriflian to 
receive the Lord’s fupper as often as he can. 

1. The firft reafon why it is the duty of every chriflian 
fo to do, is becaufe it is a plain command of Chrift. That 
this is his command, appears. from the words of the text, 
Do this in remembrance of me : by which, as the apoftles 
were obliged to blefs, break and give the bread to all that 
joined with them in thofe holy things, fo were all chriftians 
obliged to receive thofe figns of Chrift’s body and blood, 
Here therefore the bread and wine are coramanded to be re- 
ceived, in remembrance of his death, to the end of the world. 

Vou. Il, Obferve 
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Obferve too, that this command was.given by our Lord, 
when he was juft laying down his life for our fakes. They 
are therefore, as it were, his dying words, to all his follow- 
ers. 

2. A fecond reafon why every chriftian fhould do this, 
as often as he can, is becaufe the benefits of doing it.are fo 
great, to all that do it in faith, and in obedience to him: 
namely, the forgivenefs of our paft fins, the prefent ftrength- 
ening and refrefhing of our fouls. In this world we are ne- 
ver free from temptations. Whatever way of life we are in, 
whatever our condition be, whether wé are fick or well, in 
trouble or at eafe, the enemies of our fouls are watching to 
lead us into fin. And too often they prevail over us. Now 
when we are convinced of having finned againft GOD, 
what furer way have we of procuring pardon from him, 
than the fhewing forth the Lord’s death ? and befeeching him, 
for the fake of his Son’s fufferings, to blot out all our fins ? 

9. The grace of GOD given herein, confirms to us the 
pardon of our fins, by enabling us to leave them. As our 
bodies are flrengthened by bread and wine, fo are our fouls 
by thefe tokens of the body and blood of Chrift. This is 
the food of our foals: this gives ftrength to perform our 
duty, and leads us on to perfeétion. If therefore we have 
any regard for the plain command of Chrift, if we defire 
the pardon of our fins, if we wifh for flrength to believe, 
to love and obey GOD, then we fhould negteft no oppor- 
tunity of receiving the Lord’s fupper. Then we muft ne- 
ver turn our backs on the feaft whick our Lord has prepared 
for us.’ We muft negleét no occafion which the good pro- 
vidence of GOD affords us for this purpofe. This is the 
true rule; fo often are we to receive, as COD gives us op- 
portunity. Whoever therefore does rot receive, but goes 
from the holy table, when all things are prepared, - either 
does not underftand his duty, or does not care for the dying 
command of his Saviour, the forgivenefs of his fins, the 
ftrengthening of his foul, and the refrefhing it with the hope 
of glory. ‘ 
. 4. Let 
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4. Let every one, therefore, who has either any defire to 
pleafe GOD, or any love of his own foul, obey GOD, and 
confult the good of his own foul, by communicating every 
time he can : like the firft chriftians, with whom the chrifli- 
an facrifice was a conflant part of the Lord’s-day’s fervice, 
and for feveral centuries they received it almoft every day : 
four times a week always. Accordingly thofe that joined 
in the prayers of the faithful, never failed to partake of the 
blefied facrament. What opinion they had of any who turn- 
ed his back upon it, we may learn from that ancient canon, 
* If any believer join in the prayers of the faithful, and go 
away without receiving the Lord’s fupper, let him be excom- 
municated, as bringing confufion into the church of GOD.” 

§- In order te underftand the nature of the Lord’s fupper, 
it would be ufeful carefully to read over thofe patlages in the 
gofpel, and in the. firft epiflle to the Corinthians, which 
fpeak of the inflitution of it. Hence we learn tha: the defign 
of this facrament is the continual remembranee of the death 
of Chrift, by eating bread and drinking wine, which are the 
outward figns of the inward grace, the body and blood of 
Chrift. 

6. Itis highly expedient for thofe who purpofe to receive 
this, whenever their time will permit, to prepare themfelves 
for this folemn ordinance, by felf-examination and prayer. 
But this is not abfolutely neceflary. And when we have not 
time for it, we fhould fee that we have the habitual prepa 
ration which is abiolutely necefiary, and can never be dif- 
penfed with on any account, or any occafion whatever. 
This is, firlt, a full purpofe of heart, to keep all the com- 
mands of GOD, = And fecondly, afincere defire, to receive 
all his promifes. 

II. I am, in the fecond place, to anfwer the common 
objettions againft conflantly receiving the Lord's fupper. 

1. I fay, conflantly receiving. For as to the phrafe of 
frequent communion, it is abfurd to the laf degree. If it 
means any thing lefs than conflant, it means more than 
can be proved to be the duty of any man. For if we are 
not obliged to communicate conflantly, by what argument 
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can it be proved, that. we are obliged to communicate fre- 
quently? Yea, more than once a year, or once in feven 
years? or once before we dic? Every argument brought 
for this, either proves that we ought to do it conflantly, or 
proves nothing at all. Therefore that indeterminate, un- 
meaning way of fpgaking, ought to be laid afide by all 
men of underftanding. 

2. In order to prove that it is our duty to communicate 
conftantly, we may obferve that the holy communion is 
to be confidered either, 1. As a command of GOD, or 
2. As a mercy to man. 

Fir, As a command of GOD. GOD, our Mediator 
and Governor, from whom we have received our life and all 
things, on whofe will it depends, whether we fhall be per- 
fe€ily happy or perfeétly miferable from this moment to 
eternity, declares to us, that all who obey his commands, 
fhall be eternally happy; all who do not, fhall be eternally 
miferable. Now one of thefe commands is, “ Do ‘hts in 
remembrance of me.” 1 afk then, Why do you not do this, 
when you can do it if you will? When you have an op- 
portunity before you, why do not you obey the command 
of GOD? 

3. Perhaps you will fay, “ GOD does not command 
me to do ths as often as I can;” that is, the words * as 
often as you can,’ are not added in this particular place. 
What then? Are we not to obey every command of GOD, 
as often as we can? Are not all the promiles of GOD 
ymadc to thofe, and thofe only, who give all diligence; that 
is, to thofe, who do all they can, to obey his command. 
ments? Qur power is the one rule of our duty. What- 
cver we can do, that we ought. ; 


4. And this great truth, that we are obliged to keep 


every command as far as we can, 1s clearly proved from 
the abfurdity of the conirary opinion: for were we to 
alow that we are not obliged Lo obey every command- 
ment of GOD as olicn as we can, we have no argument 

2 1s bound ta cbey any command 
at any time. Tor inttance, Should | alk a man, why he 
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did not obey one of the plaineft commands of GOD? 
Why, for imftance, he does not help his parents? He 
might anfwer, “ I will not do it now; but I will at ano- 
ther time.” When that time comes, put him in mind of 
*GOD’s command again: and he will fay, “ I will obey 
it {me time or other.” Nor is it poflible even to prove, 
that he ought to do it now, unlefs by proving that he 
ought to do it as often as he can: and therefore he ought 
to do it now, becaufe he can if he Will. 

5. Confider the Lord's fupper, fecondly, as a mercy 
from GOD to man. As GOD, whofe mercy 1 over all 
his works, and particularly over the children of men, knew 
there was but one way for man to be happy like himfelf, 
namely, by being like him in holinefs: as he knew we 
could do nothing toward this of ourfelves, he has given 
us certain means of obtaining his help. One of thefe is 
the Lord’s fupper, which of his infinite mercy he hath 
given for this very end, that through this means we may 
be affifted to attain thofe’bleffings which he hath prepared 
for us; that we may obtain holinefs on carth and ever- 
lafting glory in heaven. 

I afk then, why do you not accept of his mercy as of. 
ten as ever you can? GOD now offers you his bleffing: 
why do you refufe i? you have now an opportunity of 
receiving his mercy: why do you not receive tt? You are 
weak: why do not you feize upon every opportumity of 
increafing youreirength ? In a word, confidering this as a 
mercy, he that does not Communicate as often as he can, 
has little wifdom. 

6. Thefe two confiderations will yield a full anfwer to 
all the common obyeftions, which have been made againft 
conftant commumion: indeed to all that ever were or can 
be made. In truth nothing can be obje€ied againft it, but 
upon fuppofition, that this particular time, esther the com- 
munion would be no mercy, or I am not commanded to 
receive it. Nay, fhould we grant n would be no mercy, 
that is not enough: for fiill the other reafon would hold: 
whether it does you any good or none, you are to obey the 
command of GOD. e g. How 
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7. However, let us fee the particular excufes which men 
commonly make for not obeying it. The moft common 
is, “ I am unworthy; and he that eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himfelf. ‘Theres 
fore I dare not communicate, left 1 fhould eat and drinke 
my own damnation.” 

The cafe is this, GOD offers you a great mercy, and 
commands you to accept it. Why do not you accept this 
mercy, in obedience to his command? You fay, “I am 
unworthy to receive it.” And what then? You are unwor- 
thy to receive any mercy from GOD. But is that a reafon 
for retufing all mercy ? GOD offers you a pardon for all 
your fins. You are unworthy of it, ’tis fure, and he knows 
it: but fince he is pleafed to offer it neverthelefs, will not 
you accept of it ? He offers to deliver your foul from death, 
You are unworthy to live. But will you therefore refufe 
life? He offers to endue your foul with new ftrength: be- 
caufe you are unworthy of it, will you deny to take it ? 
What can GOD himfelf do for us farther, if we refufe his 
mercy, eyen becaufe we are unworthy of 1t? 

8. But fuppofe this were na mercy to us (to fuppofe 
which is indeed giving GOD the lie; faying, That 1s not 
good for man, which he purpofely ordered for his good:) 
ftill I afk, Why do not you obey GOD’s command? He 
fays, “ Do this.” Why do you not? You anfwer, “ I 
am unworthy to doit.” What! Unworthy to obey GOD? 
Unworthy to do what GOD bids you do? Unworthy 
to obey GOD’s command? What do you mean by this? 
That thofe who are unworthy to obey GOD, ought riot to 
obey him? Who told you fo? If he were even an angel 
from heaven, let him be accurfed. If you think God him- 
felf has told you fo by St. Paul, let us hear his words, 
They are thefe, He that cateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to himfelf. 

Why, this is quite another thing. Here is not a word 
faid of being unworthy to eat and drink. Indeed he does 
{peak of eating and drinking unworthily: but that is quite 
a different thing: fo he has told us himfelf. In this very 

e : chapter 





A SERMON ON LUKE Rxil. 19. t19 


¢hapter we are told, that by eating and drinking unworthi- 
ly is meant, taking the holy facrament in fuch a rude and 
diforderly way, that one was hungry, and another drunken. 
But what is that to you? Is there any danger of your do- 
ang fo? Of ycur eating and drinking thus unworthtly? 
Hgwever unworthy you are to communicate, there is no 
fear of your communicating thus. Therefore whatever the 
punifhment is of doing it thus unworthiiy, it does not con- 
cern you. You have no more reafon from this text to 
difobey GOD, than if there was no fuch text in the bible. 
If you fpeak of “ eating and drinkitg unworthily” in the 
fenfe St. Paul ufes the words, you may as well fay, “ I 
dare not communicate for fear the vherch Should fall, as 
for fear I thould eat and drink unworthily.” 

g- If then you fear bringing damnation on yourfelf by 
this, you fear where no fear is. Fear it not, for eating 
and drinking unworthily; for that in St. Paul's fenfe, ye 
cannot do. But I will tell you for what you fhall fear 
damnation: for not eating and drinking at all: for not 
obeying your Maker and Redeemer: for difobeying his 
plain command: for thus fetting at nought both his mer- 
cy and authority. 

10. We fee then how weak the obje€tion is, “ I dare 
not receive, becaufe I am unworthy.” Nor is it any 
fronger, though the reafon why you think yourfelf unwor- 
thy is, that you have lately fallen into fin. — It is true, thofe 
“who have done any grievous crime,” ought not to re- 
ceive without repentance. But all that follows from this 

, That we fhould repent before we come; not that wé 
fhould neglett to come at all. 

To fay, therefore, that ‘“‘ a man may turn bis back up. 
on the Lord’s table, becaufe he has lately fallen into fin ; 
that he may impofe this penance upon himfelf,” is talking 
without any warrant from fcripture. For where doves the 
bible teach, to atone for breaking one commandment of 
GOD, by breaking another ? What advice is this, ‘* Com- 
mit a new aét of difobedience, and GOD will more eafily 
forgive the paft |” 11, Others 
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11. Others there are, who to excufe their difobedience, 
plead, that they are unworthy in another fenfe : that they 
“ cannot live upto it; they cannot pretend to lead fo holy 
a life, as conftantly communicating would oblige them to 
do.” Put this into plain words. I afk, Why do not you 
accept the mercy which GOD commands you to er: a 
You anfwer, ‘ Becaufe 1 cannot live up to the profefhion 
I muft make when I receive it.’ Then it is plain you 
ought never to receive it at all. For it is no more lawful 
to promife once what you know you cannot perform, tban 
to promife it a thoufand times. You know too, that it is 
one and the fame promife, whether you make it every year 
or every day. You promife to do juft as much, whether 
you promife ever fo often or ever fo feldom. 

If therefore you cannot live up to the profeffion they 
make, who communicate once a week, neither can you 
come up to the profeflion you make, who communicate once 
a year. But cannot you indeed? Then it bad been good 
for you that you had never been born. For all that you 
profels at the Lord’s table, you muft both profefs and keep, 
or you cannot be faved. For you engage nothing there but 
this, That you will diligently keep his commandments. 
And cannot you keep up to this profeflion? Then you can- 
not enter into life. 

12. Think then what you fay, before you fay, “ You 
cannot live up to what is required of conflant communis 
cants,’. Thisis no more than is required of any come 
municants, yea, of every one that has a foul to be faved. 
So that to fay, “ You cannot live up to this,” is neither bet- 
ter nor worfe than renouncing chriftianity. It is in efe& 
renouncing your baptifm, wherein you fulemnly entered in- 
to covenant, to keep all his commandments. You now ily 
from that engagement. You wilfully break one of his com- 
mandments, and to excufe yourfelf fay, You cannot keep 
his commandments! then you cannot expeét to receite the 
promifes, which are made only to thofe that keep them. 

13- What has been faid on this pretence againft conftant 

communion, is applicable to thofe who fay the fame thing 


in 
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fa other words, “‘ We dare not do it, becaufe it requires 
fo perfeét an obedience afterwards, as we cannot promife to 
perform.” Nay, it requires neither more nor lefs perfe@ 
obedience, than you engaged in your baptifm. You then 
entered into covenant to keep the commandments of GOD, 
by, his help ; and you promife no more when you commu< 
nicate. 

But obferye upon the whole, this is not fo properly an 
objection agazinft conftantly communicating, as againft com- 
municating at all. For if we are not to receive the 
Lord’s {upper till we are worthy of it, it is certain, we ought 
never to receive it. 

14. A fecond obje@ion which is often made againft con- 
itant communion, is the having fo much bufinefs as will not 
allow time for fuch a preparation as is neceffary thereto. I 
anfwer, all the preparation that is abfolutely neceflary, is 
contained in thefe words, * Repent you truly of your fins 
paft: have faith in Chrift our Saviour.” (And dbferve, that 
wordis not heretaken inits higheft fenfe!)‘*Amend your lives, 
and be in charity with all men: So thall ye be meet parta- 
kers of thefe holy myftcries.” All who are thus prepared, 
may draw near without fear, and receive the facrament to 
their comfort. Now what bufinefs can hinder you from be- 
ing thus prepared ? From repenting of your paft fins? From 
believing that Chrift died to fave finners ? From amending 
your lives, and being in charity with all men? No bufinefs 
can hinder you from this, unlefs it be fuch as hinders you 
from being in a flate of falvation. If you refolve and defign 
to follow Chrift, you are fit to approach the Lord’s table. If 
you do not defign this, you are only fit for the table and coms 
pany of devils, 

15. No bufinefs therefore can hinder any man from hav- 
ing that preparation which alone is neceffary, unlefs it be 
fuch as unprepares him for heaven, as puts him out of a flate 
of falvation, Indeed every prudent man will, when he has 
time, examine himfelf before he receives the Lord’s fupper: 
whether he repents him truly of his former fins, wheiher 
be believes the promifes of GOD, whether he fully defigns 
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to walk in his ways, and be in charity with all men? Ir 
this, and in private prayer, he will doubtlefs fpend all the 
time he conveniently can. But what is this to you who 
have not time ? What excufe is this, for not obeying GOD ? 
He commands you to come; and prepare yourfelf by pray- 
er, as you have me; if you have not the time you. wilh to 
have, however come. Make not reverence to GOD's com. 
mand a pretence for breaking it. Do not rebel againft him, 
for fear of offending him, Whatever you do, or leave un- 
done befides, be fure to do what GOD bids you do. = Ex- 
amining yourfelf, and ufing extraordinary private prayer be- 
fore the’ Lord’ s fupper, is good. But behold! ¢o obey is b ttex 


\& Lean 


than felf-examination, and to hearken, than the prayer of an 
angel. 

16. A third objeftion again conflant communion is, 

hat it abates our reverence for the facrament. -Suppofe 
it did. What then! Will you thence conclude, that you 
are not to receive it conflantly ? ter does not follow. 
GOD commands you, “ Do this.” You may do it now, 
bur wilt not: and to excufe-yourfelf, fay, “ If } doit fo of- 
ten, it will abate the reverence with which 1 do it now.’ 
Suppofe it did: has GOD ever told you; That when the 
obeying his command abates your reverence to it, then you 
may difobey it? If he has, you are guilileis; if not, 
what you'fay is juft nothing to the purpoie. ‘The law is 
clear. Either fhew that the law giver inakes this exception, 
or you are guilty before him. 

17. Reverence for the facrament may be of two forts : 
either fuch as is owing purely to the newnefs of the thing, 
fuch as men maturally have for any thing they are not ufed 
to: or fuch as is owing to cur faith, or to the love or fear 
of GOD. Now the former of thefe is not properly a reli- 
gious reverence, but purely natural. And this fort of re- 
verence for ry Lord’s fup per, the conftantly receiving of it 
mu bleden. Batitwiii sot leifenthe true religious reverence, 
but r.ther confirm and inercafe it 

18. A fourth objection is, “ I have communicated con- 
flantly fo long, but Phave not found the bencfit I expeéied." 
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This has been the cafe with many well-meaning perfons, and 
therefore deferves to be particularly confidered. And con- 
fider this, firft. Whatever GOD commands us to do, we 
are to do, becaufe he commands, whether we feel any be- 
nefit thereby or no. Now GOD commands, Do this in 
remembrance of me. ‘This therefore we are to do, becaufe 
he commands: whether we find prefent benefit thereby or 
not. But undoubtedly we fhail find benefit fooner or later, 
though perhaps infenfibly. We thail be infenfibly {flrength- 
ened, made more fit for the fervice of GOD, and more con- 
ftant init. At leaft we are kept from falling back, and pre- 
ferved from many fins and. témptations: and furely this 
fhould be enough'to make us receive this food as often as 
we can; though we do not prefently feel the happy efleéis 
of it, as fome have done, and we ourfelves may, when GOD 
fees beft. 

19. It has been fhewn, firft, That if we confider the 
Lord’s fupper as a command of Chrifl, no man can have a 
due refpeét for that command, who does* not receive it as 
often as he can: Secondly, That if we confider the infti- 
tution of it, as a mercy to ourfelves, no man who does 
not receive it as often.as he can, has any pretence to 
chriftian-prudence: Thirdly, That none of the objeétions 
ufually made, can be any excufe for that man, who does 
not at every opportunity obey this command, and accept 
tus mercy. ; Ty 

20. It has been particularly thewn, firft, that unworthi- 
nefs is no excufe: becaufe though in one fenfe we are all 
unworthy, yet none of us need be afraid of being unwor- 
thy in St. Paul's fenfe; of eating and drinking unworthily: 
Secondly, That the not having time enough for preparation, 
can be no excufe: fince the only preparation which 1s ab- 
folutely neceflary, 1s that which no bufinefs can hinder; 
nor indeed any thing on earth, unlefs fo far as it hinders 
our being in a ftate of falvation: Thirdly,‘ That its abating 
our ‘reverence is no excufe: fince he who gave the com- 
mand, “ Do this,” wo where adds, “ un'efs it abates your 
reverence:” Laftly, That our not prefiing by it is no ex- 
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cufe, fince it is our own fault, in negleting that neceffa- 
Ty preparation, which is in our own power. Ifthofe who 
havé hitherto negleéted it on any of thefe pretences, will lay 
thefe things to heart, they will, by the grace of GOD, come 
to a better mind, and never more forfake their own mercies, 


Oxon, Feb. 19, 1752, 
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An EXTRACT 


Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journan. 





Of the Rev?, 
From Auguft i2th, 1738, to November 1ft, 1639. 


[Continued from page 74.] 


INDING the fame doubts return on Tue/day, I con- 

fulted the oracles of GOD again, and found much 

comfort from thofe words, They which be of faith, are bl-}- 
fed wiih faithful Abraham. 

Friday Nov. 3. 1 preached at St. Antholin’s. Sunday, 
5+ in the morning at St. Botolph’s Bifhopg ale, in the af- 
ternoon at J/lington, and in the evening to fuch a congre- 
gation as I never faw before, at St. Clement's in the Strand. 
As this was the firft time of my preaching here, I fuppofe 
it.is to be the laft. 

On WWednefday my brother and I went, at their earneft 
defire, to do the laft good office to the condemned male- 
faftors. It was the moft glorious inftance I ever faw, of 
faith triumphing over fin and death. One obferving the 
tears run faft down the cheeks of one of them in particular, 
while his eyes were fteadily fixed upwards, a few moments 
before he died, afked, ‘* How do you feel your heart now?” 
He calmly replied, “ I feel a peace, which I could not 
*“* have believed to be poffible. And I know it is the peace 
* of GOD which paffeth all underflanding.” 

My brother took that occafion of declaring the gofpel 
of peace to a large affembly of publicans and finners. O 
Lord 
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Lord GOD of my fathers accept even me among them, and 
caf? me not out from among thy children! 

In the evening, I proclaimed mercy to my fellow-fin- 
ners at Bafing-fhaw church: and the next morning at St. 
Antholin'’se Friday 10. 1 fet out, and Saturday 41. [pent 
the evening with a little company at Oxford. 1 was griev- 
ed to find prude nce had made them leave off finging pfalms. 
I fear it will not ftop here. GOD deliver me and all that 
feek him in fincerity, from what the world calls Chrzfian 
prudence! 

Sunday 12. I preached twice at the Cufl-. In the fol- 
lowing week, I began more narrowly to inquire what the 
doétrine of the church of England is, concerning the much 
controverted point of juftification by fauh. And the fum 
of what I found in the homilies I extra&ted and printed 
for the ufe of others, 

Sunday 19. I only preached in the afternoon at the 
rere. On Monday night I was greatly troubled i in dreams, 
and about eleven o'clock waked in an unaccountable con- 
fternation, without being able to fleep again. About that 
time (as I found in the morning) one who had been defign- 
ed to be my pupil, but was not come into the porter’s 
lodge (where feveral perfons were fitting) with a piftol in 
his hand. He prefented this asin fport, firft at onc, and 
then at another. He then attempted twice or thrice to 
fhoot himfelf, but it would not go off. Upon his laying 
it down, one took it up and blew out the priming. He 
was very angry, went and got frefh prime, came in again, 
fat down, beat the flint with his key; and about 12, pul- 
ling off his hat and wig, faid, ‘“* He would die like a gen- 
tleman,” and fhot himfelf through the head. 

Thurfday 23. Returning from preaching at the Cafl-, I 
met once more with my old companion in afflidtion, C. D. 
who ftayed wih me ull Monday. His laft converfation 
with me, was as follows: 

“ Tn this you are better than you was at Savannah. You 
know that you was then quite wrong. But you are not right 
yet. Yoy know that you was then blind, but you do not 
fee now, “TI doubt 
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«“ [doubt not but GOD will bring you to the right 
foundation. But I have no hope tor you, while you are 
on your prefent foundation. It is as different from the 
true, as the right hand from the left: You have all to 


begin anew. 

.“ IL have obferved all your words and aétions, and I fee 
you are of the fame fpirit flill, You have a fimplicity. 
But it is a fimplicity of your own. It is not the fimplicie 
ty of Chrift. You think you do not truft in your own 
works. But you do truft in your own works. You do 
not believe in Chritt. 

“ You have a prefent freedom from fin. But it is only 
a temporary fufpenfion of it, not a deliverance from it, 
And you have a peace. But it is not atrue peace. If 
death were to approach, you would find a!! your fears return. 

“ But I am forbid to fay any more. My heart finks an 
me like a ftone.” 

I was troubled. I begged of GOD an anfwer of peace, 
and opened on thofe words, As many as walk according to 
this rule, peace be on them and mercy and upon the Uvael of 
GOD. I was afking in the evening, that GOD would 
fulfil all his promifes in my foul, when I opened my teila- 
ment on thofe words, My hour is not yet come 

Sunday Dec. 3. 1 began,reading prayers at Bocardo (the 
city-prifon) which had been long difcontinued. In the alicr- 
noon I received a letter, earneflly defiring me, to publiih my 
account of Georgea ; and another as earneftly difluading me from 
it, “ becaufeit would bring much trouble upon me.” I confult- 
ed GOD in his word, and received twoanl[wers; the fir fl Fze4. 
xxxil. 2. 6, The other, Thou therefore endure hardne/s as 
a good folder of Jefus Chrift. 

Tue/day Dec. 5. 1 began reading prayers and preaching 
in Gloucefier-Green workhoufe, and on Thur/day in that be- 
longing to St. Zhomas’s parifh. On both days I preached at 
the Ca/ile. At St. Thomas's was a young woman, raving mad, 
fcreaming and tormenting herfelf continually. I hd a 
flrong defire to fpeak to her. The moment I began fhe was 
full. The tears ran down her cheeks all the time I was tel- 

ling 
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ling her, ‘* Jefus of Nazar th is able and willing to deliver 
you.” O where is faith upon earth? Why are thefe poor 
wretchesleft under the open bondage of Satan ? Jefus, Mafter! 
give thou medicine to heal their ficknefs: and deliver thofe 
who are now alfo vexed with unclean fpirits ! 

About this time, being defirous to know how the work of 
GOD went on among our brethren at London, I wrote to ma- 
ny of them concerning the ftate of their fouls, One or two of 
their an{wers } have fubjoined, 


My Dear Friend, whom J love in the Truth, 


Know my Saviour’s voice, and my heart burns with love 
and defire to follow him in the regeneration. I have no 
confidence in the flefh. I loath myfelf and Jove him only. 
ly dear brother, my {pirit even at this moment rejoices in 
GOD my Saviour, and the love which is fhed abroad in my 
heart by the Holy Ghoft deffroys all felf-love, fo that I 
could lay down my life for my brethren. 4 I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and have confidence towards GOD, chat 
through his blood my fins are forgiven. He hath begotten 
me of his own will, and faves me from fin, fo that it has 
n» dominion over me. His Spirit bears witnefs with my f{pi- 
rit, that I am his child by adoption and grace. And this 


lone. For 


is not for works of righteoufne!s which I have ¢ 
I am his workmanthip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works: fo that all boafting is excluded. It is now about 
18 vears fince Jefus took pofleffion of my heart. He then 
opened my eyes and faid unto me, be of good cheer, thy fins 
are forgiven thee. My dear friend, bear with my relating, 
after what manner I was born of GOD. = It was an infan- 
taneous att. My whole heart was filled with a divine pow- 
er, drawing all the faculties of my fou! after Chrift, which 
continued three or four nights and days. Tt was as a migh- 
ty rufhing wind, coming into the foul, enabling me froin 
that moment to be more than conqueror, over thofe cor- 
ruptions which before I was always a flave to. Since that 


time, the whole bent of my will hath been towards him day 
and 
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and night, even in my dreams, I know that I dwell .ia 
Chrift, and Chrift in me; I am bone of his bone, and flefh 
of his flefh. That you, and all that wait for his appearing, 
may find the confolation of J/rae/, is the earneft prayer of 
Your affectionate brother in Chrift, 
W. F, 


My moft Dear and Honoured Father in Chrift. 


N the 20th year of my age, 1737, GOD was pleafed te 
open my eyes, and to let me fee that I did not live as 
became a child of GOD. I found my fins were great, 
(though I was what they call a fober perfon) and that 
GOD kept an account of them all. However I thought, 
if I repented, and led a good life, GOD would accept me. 
And fo I went on for about half a year, and had fometimes 
great joy. But laft winter, I began to find, that whatever I did 
was nothing. My very tears I found were fin, and the enemy 
of fouls laid fo many things to my charge, that fometimes 
I defpaired of heaven. I continued in great doubts and fears, 
until 4prz/ g, when I went out of town, Here for a time I 
was greatly tranfported, in meditating and feeing the glori« 
ous works of GOD: but in about three weeks I was vio~ 
lently affaulted again. GOD then offered a Saviour to me, 
but my felf-righteoufnefs kept me from laying hold on him. 
On Whit/unday, 1 went to receive the bleffed facrament, 
but with aheart as hard as a ftone, Heavy laden I was 
indeed, when GOD was pleafed to let me fee a crucified 
Saviour. I faw there was a fountain opened in his fide for 
me to wafh in and be clean. But alas $I was afraid to ven- 
ture, fearing I fhould be too prefumptuous. AndI know, 
and am fure, I at that time refufed the atonement which I 
might then have had. Yet 1 received great comfort. But in 
about nine days time, my joy went out, as a lamp does for 
want of oil, and I fell into my old flate, into a flate of dam. 
mation. Yet I was not without hope; for ever after that 
€ 1 could not defpair of falvation: I had fo clear a fight 

of the fountain opened in the fide of our Lord. But flill 
when 
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when I thought of death, or the day of judgment, it was a 
great terror tome. And yet I was afraid to venture to lay 
all ny fins upon Chrift. 

This was not all. But whenever I retired to prayer, I 
had a violent pain in my head. This only feized me, when 
I began to pray earneftly, or to cry out aloud to Chrift. 
But when I cried to him againft this alfo, he gave me eafe. 
Well, I found GOD did love me, and did draw me to 
Chrift. I hungered and thiriled after him, and had an 
earneft defire to be clothed with his righteoufnefs. But I 
was ftill afraid to go boldly to > Chait and to claim him 
as my Saviour. 

July 3. My dear fifter came down to fee me. She had 
received the atonement on St. Peter’s day. 1 told her, I 
thought Chrift died for me, but as to the affurance fhe 
mentioned, I could fay nothing. 

July 5. She went. That night 1 went into the garden, 
and confidering what fhe had told me, I faw him by faith, 
whofe eyes are as a flame of fire; him Who juftifieth the 
ungodly. I told him I was ungodly, and it was for me 
that he died. His blood did I plead with great faith, to 
blot out the hand-writing that was againft me. I told my 
Saviour, that he had promifed to give reft to all that were 
heavy laden. This promife I claimed, and I faw him by 
faith ftand condemned before GOD in my fad. I faw the 
fountain opened in his fide. I found, as 1 hungered, he 
fed me ; as my foul thirfted, he gave me out ‘of that foun- 
tain to drink. And fo ftrong was my faith, that if I had 
had all the fins of the whole world laid upon me, I knew 
and was [ure one drop of his blood was fufficient to atone 
for all. Well, I clave unto him, and he did wafh me in his 
blood. He hath clothed me with his rightcoufnefs, and has 
prefented me to his father and my fathcr, to his GOD and 
my GOD, a pure, fpotlefs virgin, as if I had never com- 
mitted any fin. It ts on Jefus 1 ttand, the Saviour of finners. 
It is he that hath loved me, and given himfelf for me. . I 
cleave unto him, as my furety, and he is bound to pay GOD 
the debt. While I ftand on this rock, I am fure the gates 
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of hell cannot prevail againft me. It isby faith that I amjuftt 
fied, and have peace with GOD through him. — His blood 
has made reconciliation to GOD for me. It is by faith I 
have received the atonement. It is by faith that 1 have the 
Son of GOD; and the Spirit of Chriff dwelling in me. And 
what then fhall feparate me from the love of GOD which 
is in Chrift Jefus my Lord ? 

You mutt think what a tranfport of joy I was then in, 
when I that was loft and undone, dropping into hell, felt a 
Redeemer come, who is mighty to fave, to fave unto the 
uttermoft. Yet 1 did not receive the witnefs of the Spirit 
at that time. Butin about half an hour, the devil came with 
great power to tempt me. However, I minded him not, but 
went in and lay down pretty much compofed in my mind. 
Now St. Paul fays, After ye beheved, ye were Jealed with the 
Spirit of promife. So it was with me. After I had beliey- 
ed on him that ju/lificth the ungodly, 1 received that feal 
of the Spirit, which ts the earne/t of cur inkeritance. But 
at that time I did not know any thing of this. My fins were 
forgiven + but I knew I was not yet born of GOD. 

July 6. In the morning; being by myfelf, I found the 
work of the Spirit was very powerful upon me (although 
you know GOD does not deal with every foul in the fame 
way.) As my mother bore me with great pain, fo did I 
feel great pain in my foul in being bornof GOD. Indeed 
I thought the pains of death were upon me, and that my foul 
was then taking leave of the body. I thought I was going to 
him whom I faw with ftrong faith ftanding ready to recetve me. 
In this violent agony I continued about four hours: and 
then I began to fecl the Spirit of GOD bearing wetne/r with 
my fprrit, that Iwas bornof GOD: Because I was a child 
of GOD, he fent forth the Spirit of hes Son into me, crying 
Abba, Father. For that is the cry of every neweborn foul. 
O mighty, powerful, happy change ! J who had nothing but 
devils ready to drag me to hell, now found I had angels to 
guard me to my reconciled Father, and my Judge; who juft 
before ftood ready to condemn me, but was now become 
myrighteoufnefs. ButI cannot exprefs what GOD hathdone 
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for my foul. No; this is to be my everlafting emp!#yment, 
when I have put off this frail, finful body, this corrupt, 
hellifh nature of mine; when I join with that great mult- 
tatude which no man can number, in finging praifes to the 
Lamb that loved us, and gave himfelf for us! O how pow- 
erful are the workings of the Almighty in a new-born foul! 
‘The love of GOD was thed abroad in my heart, and a flame 
kindled there, with pains fo violent, yet fo very ravilhing, 
that my body was almoft torn afunder. I loved. The Spi- 
rit cried ftrong in my heart. I fweated. I trembled. 1 
fainted. I fung. I joined my voice with thofe that excel 
in flrength. My foul was got up into the Holy Mount. I 
had no thoughts of coming down again into tle body, I who 
not long before had called to the rocks to fall on me, and 
the mountains to cover me, could now call for nothing elle 
but come, Lord Fefus, come quickly. Then I could cry out 
with great boldnefs, There, O GOD, is my furety! There, 
O death, is thy plague! There, O grave, is thy delfltruétion! 
There, O Serpent, is the feed that fhall fot ever bruife thy 
head. O I thought my head was a fountain ofgwater! I 
was diffolved in loye. My beloved is mine, and I am his. 
He has all charms. He has ravifhed my heart. He is my 
comforter, my friend, my all. He is now in his garden, feed- 
ing among the lilies. O Jam fick of Jove! He is altogether 
lovely, the chiefe/t among ten thoufand. O how Jefus fills, 
Jefus extends, Jefus overwhelms the foul in which he dwells! 


{ Continued at page 176. | 
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Tue RevereEND JOHN FLETCHER. 


[Continued from page 84. | 
Fa OR about this time the Countefs. of [Hunti.rdon 
eretted a feminary at Trevecia, in Wales, in or- 
der to educate pious young men, of whatever denomina- 
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tion, for the minifiry. She propofed to admit only fuch a@ 
were converted to GOD, and refolved to dedicate them- 
felves to his fervice. They were at liberty to flay there 
three years: during which they were to have their education 
gratis, with every neceflary of life, and a fuit of clothes 
once a year: afterwards thofe who defired it might enter 
into the miniftry, either in the eflablithed church of Eng- 
land, or among proteflants of any other denomination. 
From the high opinion which the Countefs had of Mr. 
Fither's piety, learning, and abilities for fuch an ofhice, 
fhe invited him to undertake the direétion of that feminary. 
Not that he could promile to be chiefly refident there; much 
lefs conflantly. His duty to his own flock at Madeley, 
would by no means admit of this. But he was to attend 
as often as he conveniently could; to give advice with re- 
gard to the appointment of maflers, the admifhon or exclu- 
fion of fludents; to overfee their fludies and conduéi: ta 
affift their piety, and judge of their qualifications for the work 
of the mimftry. 

8. “ As Mr. Fletcher greatly approved of the defign, ef- 
pecially confidering, fir, That none were to be admitted 
but fuch as feared GOD: and fecondly, That when they 
were prepared for it, they might enter into the miniftry, 
wherever Providence opened a door: he readily complied 
with the invitation, and undertook the charge. This he 
did without fee or reward, trom the fole motive of being ufe- 
ful in the moft important work of traimng up perfons for 
the glorious office of preaching the gofpel. And fome 
months alter, with the fame view, through his means and 
in confequence of vour recommendation to her Ladythip, 
I was mide head mafler of the fchoo!, or as it was com- 
monly Calle d, the college: t’ ouch l could very il} be {pa- 
red from. Kéveswood, where 1 had aéted in that capacity 
about four years. 

g. “ As yet I was greatly wanted at Kiegswood. 1 had 
likewife a term to keep at Oxford: fo that I could only 
pay them a fhort vifiein January, 1770. But in fpring I 
went to refide there. And for fome ume things went on 
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excellently well. The young men were ferious, and made 
a confidetabie progrefs in learning. And many ol them 
feemed t have a talent for preaching. Mr. Fletcher viitt- 
ed them frequently, and was received as an ange! of GOD, 
It 1s not poflibie for me to delcribe the veneration in winch 
we all held him. Like Edjyah mm the ichools of the pro- 
phets, he was revered; he was loved; he was almoft ado- 
red. and that not only by every ftudent, but by every mem- 
ber of the lamily, And indeed he was worthy. borgive 
me, my dear fir, if you think I exceed. My heart kin- 
dies while IL wriue. Here a was that 1 faw, thal! I fay, an 
angel tn human ficth ? 1 thould hot far exceed the ruth ut I 
faid fo. But here 1 faw a defcendant of fallen ddam, fo 
fully raifed above the ruins of the fall, that though by the 
body he was tied down to earth, yet was his whole 


converfation in heaven: yet was his Life, from day to day, 
hid wath Cari in GOD. Prayer, praife, lowe and zeal, 


all ardent, clevated above what one would think attammable 
in thes fate of frailty, were the clement if which he him. 
felt contnually lived. And as to others, his one en ploy 
ment was, to call, entreat and urge them, to afcend with 
him to the glorious fource of beimg and bleflednels. He 
had leifure comparatively for nothing elfe. Languages, 
arts, fciences, grammar, rhetonc, logic, even divinity it- 
felt, as it us called, were all lard alide, when he appeared 
in the fchool-room among the fludents. His full heart 
would not fuffer him to be filent. He maf [peak, and they 
were readicr to hearken to thie fervant and miorfler of 
( 


any Latin or Greek hiltorian, poet or pli lolopher they were 


Jefus Chri, than to auiend to Sallaf, J orgil, 
reading. And they feldom hearkened long, before they 
were al] in tears, and every heart catched fire from the 
fame that burnt in his foul. 

10. * Thefe fesfons generally terminated in the Being 
convinced that to be Ad/ed with the Holy Chofl was a better 
qualification for the mumfley of the gofpel, than any clafh- 
cal learmeng, (though that too may be ufeful in its place.) 
After fpcaking a while in the {cheol-room, he ufed frequent. 
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ly to fay, “ As many of you as are athirft for this fulnefs 
of the fpirit, follow me into my room.” Qn this, many 
of us have initantly followed him, and there continued til} 
noon, wreftling like Zacod for the blefling, praying one 
after another, till we could bear to kneel no longer. This 
was not done once or twice, but many times. And I have 
fometimes feen him on thefe occafions, once in particular, 
fo filied with the love of GOD, that he could contain no 
more, but cried out, “ O my GOD, withhold thy hand, 
or the veffel will burft.” But he atterwards told me, he 
was afraid he had grieved the Spirit of GOD: and that he 
gug!n rather to have prayed, that the Lord would have en- 
larged the vellel, or have fuffered it to break, that the foul 
might have no farther bar or interruption to its enjoyment 
of the fupreme good,” 


[This is certainly a juftremark. The proper prayer om 
fuch an occafion would have been, 


Give me the enlarg’d defire, 
And open, Lord, my foul, 

Thy own fulnefs to require, 
And comprehend the whole ! 


Stretch my faith’s capacity 
Wider, and yet wider ftill; 

Then with all that is in thee 
My ravifh’d fpirit fill!) 


11. “ Such was the ordinary employmeni of this man of 
GOD, while he remained at Trevecka. He preached the 
word of life to the fludents and family, and as many of the 
neighbours as defired to be prefent. He was znflant in fea- 
fon, out of feafon; he reproved, rebuked, exhorted with all 
long-fuffering. He was always employed, either in difco- 
vering fome important truth, or exhorting to fome negle&- 
ed duty, or adminiftring fome needful comfort, or relating 
fome ufeful anecdote, or making fome profitable remark 
or obfervation upon any thing that occurred. And his de- 
vout foul, always burning with love and zeal, led him to 
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{ntermingle prayer with all he faid. Meanwhile his man- 
ner was fo folemn, and at the fame time fo mild and ir- 
finuating, that it was hardly poffible for any who had the 
happinefs of being in his company, not to be {truck with 
awe and charmed with love, as if in the prefence of an an- 
gel, or departed {pirit. Indeed I frequently thought, while 
attending to his heavenly difcourfe and divine fpirit, that 
he was fo different from, and fuperior to the generality of 
mankind, as to look more like Mofes or E/ijah, or fome 
prophet or apoftle come again from the dead, than a mor- 
tal man, dwelling in a houfe of clay It is true, his weak 
and long- afflited. body proclaimed him to be human. But 
the graces which fo eminently filled and adorned his foul, 
manitefted him to be divine. And long before his happy 
{fpirit returned to GOD that gave it, that which was hu- 
man feemed in a great meafure to be /wa/lowed up of life. 
O what a lofs did Trevecka fuftain! what an irreparable lofs, 
when he left it! 

12. “ But why then did he leave it ? > Wi hy did he give 
up an office, for which he was fo perfeéily well qualified ? 
which he executed fo entirely to the fatisfattion of all the 
parties with whom he was concerned, and in which it had 
pleafed GOD to give fo manifeft a blefling to his labours ? 
Perhaps it would be better, in tendernefs to fome perfons, 
eminent for piety and ufefulnefs, to let that matter remain 
ftill under the veil, which forgiving love has caft over it. 
But if it be thought that juftice to his charaéter, and to the 
caufe which from that time he fo warmly efpoufed and fo 
ably defended, requires fome light to be caft upon it, it 
may be the moft inoffenfive way, to do it in his own words.” 

[It will be proper to obferve here, for the better under- 
ftanding of the following letter, that fome time before Mr. 
Fletcher quitted Trevecka, Mr. Benjon had been difcharged 
from his office there: not for any deteét of learning or 
piety, or any fault found with his behaviour: but wholly 
and folely, becaufe he did not believe the doctrine of abfo- 
lute predeflination. ] 


13. “ The 
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13. “ The following is an exaét account of all that is 
material, in a letter he wrote to me, in confequence of my 
difmiffion from the office 1 had been in, 


June 7, 1771. 
Dear Sir, 

“ The fame poft brought me yours, and two from my 
lady, and one from Mr. Williams, [the new mafler.] Thofe 
contained no charges but general ones, which with me go 
for nothing. If the procedure you mention is faét, and 
your letter is a fair account of the tranfaétion and words 
relative to your difcharge, a falfe fiep has been taken. I 
write this poft to her ladyfhip on the aflaty, with all poffible 
plainnefs. If the plan of the college is overthrown, I have 
nothing more to fay toit. I wil! keep to my text, for one: 
I truft I fhall ever bea fervant of all: the confined tool of 
any one party, I never was, and never will be. If the 
blow that fhould have been flruck at the dead /parat, is flruck 
(contrary to the granted (ederty of fent:ment) at dead Armi- 
mus, or absent Mr. Wefley—It a mafler is turned away with- 
out any fault; it is time for me to ftand up with firmnefs, 
or to withdraw.” ; 

14. “* The following paragraphs are tranfcribed from Mr. 
Fletcher's \etter to my lady. 

“ Mr. Benfon made a very juft defence when he faid, He 
did hold with me the poffibility of falvation for all men. If 
this is what you call Mr. Wefley’s opimion and Arminianifm, 
and if “ every Arminian mutt quit the college,” I am aétual- 
ly difcharged. For in my prefent view of things, 1 mutt 
hold that fentiment, if I believe that the bible is true, and 
that GOD is love. 

‘“* For my part, I am no party-man. Inthe Lord I am 
your fervant, and that of your every fludem. But I can- 
not give up the honour of being connetied with my old 
friends, who notwithflanding their failings, are entiled to 
my refpeét, gratitude and affection. Mr. Wjley {hall al- 
ways be welcome to my pulpit, and I thal! gladly bear my 
teflimony, in his as well as Mr. Whatefield’s. Ut you for- 

bid 
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bid your ffudents to preach for the one, and-offer them to 
preach for the other ; and if a mafter is difearded for be- 
lieving, that Chrift died for all: then prejudice reigns; 
charity is cruelly wounded; and party-fpirit fhouts, pre- 
vails, triumphs.” 

15. “‘ Two days after,” continues Mr. Benfon, “ he writes, 
* Iam determined to ftand or fall with the liberty of the 
college. As I entered it a free place, I muft quit it the 
moment it is an harbour for party-fpirit.’ 

** This he was foon conftrained to do, as appears from 
the following letter, wrote about two months after. 


“ My dear friend, 


* On my arrival at the college, I found all very quiet, I 
fear through the enemy’s keeping his goods in peace. While 
I preached the next day, I found myfelf as much fhackled 
as ever I was in my life. And after private prayer, I con- 
cluded I was not in my place. The fame day 1 refigned my 
office to my lady, and on Wednefday té the fludents and 
‘the Lord. 

“ Mr. Shirley has fent my lady a copy of part of the mi- 
nutes of the laft conference, [viz. of the year 1770.] They 
were called Aorrzble and abominable. My lady told me, 
“ She muft darn againft them: and that whoever did not 
fully difavow them muft quit the college.” She according- 
ly ordered the mafter and ail the ftudents to write their fen- 
timents upon them without referve. I did fo: explained 
them according to Mr. We/fley’s fentiments; and approved 
the doétrine, though not cautioufly worded. 1 concluded 
by obferving, that as after fuch a ftep on my part, and fuch 
a declaration on my lady’s, I could no longer as an honeit 
man ftay in the college, I took my Icave of it: wifhing my 
lady might find a minifter to prefide over it lefs infuffici- 


ent than 
JOHN BLETCHER.,” 


16. “* Thefe were his reafons for refigning his charge at 
Trevecka. As the eircular letter now went abroad, under 
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the name of Mr. Shirdey, inviting the clergy of all denomis 
nations to aflemble in a body at Bri/lol, to oppofe you and 
the preachers met in conference, and oblige you to revoke 
tlie dreadful herefies contained in thofe minutes: and as Mr, 
Fletcher thought the churches throughout chriftendom to be 
verging very faft toward Antinomianifm: he thought the 
propofitions contained in thofe minutes ought rather to be 
confirmed than revoked. And as he was now retired to 
his parifh, he had more leifure for fuch a work than before; 
So after much prayer and confideration, he determined to 
write in defence of them. In how able a manner he did 
this, I need not tell any that have read thofe incomparable 
writings. I know not how to give the charaéter of them 
better, than in the words of Dr. D.------ , to whom I fent 
Mr. Fletcher's checks, with a recommendatory leuer, He 
anfwered ime, 


Dear Sir, 


When I firft read yours, I muft own, I fufpefed your 
friendfhip for Mr. Fletcher had made you too lavifh in 
your commendation of his writings: and that when I came 
to read them, I fhould find fome abatements neceflary to 
be made. But now I have read them, I am far from think- 
ing you have fpoken extravagantly} or indeed, that too 
much can be faid in commendation of them. I had not 
read his firft letter, before I was fo charmed with the fpirit, 
as well as abilities of the writer, that the gufhing tear could 
not be hindered from giving full teftimony of my heart-felt 
fatisfaGtion. Perhaps fome part of this pleafure might arife 
from finding my own fentiments fo fully embraced by the 
author. But fure I am, the greateft thare of it arofe from 
finding thofe benevolent doftrines fo firmly eftablifhed; and 
that with fuch judgement, clearnefs, and precifion, as are 
{eldom, very feldom to be met with. What crowns the 
whole is, the amiable and chriftian temper, which thofe 
who will not be convinced, muft however approve, and 
wifh that their own doétrines “ may be conftantly attend 
ed with the fame fpirit.” 

17. How 
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17. How much good has been occafioned by the pub- 
lication of that cercular letter! This was the happy occafion ~ 
of Mr. Fletcher's writing thofe ** checks to Antinomianifm :” 
in which one knows not which to admire moft, the purity 
of the langnage, (fuch as fcarce any foreigner wrote before;) 
the frrength and clearne/s of the argument; or the mildne/s 
and /weetne/s of the fpirit that breathes throughout the whole, 
Infomuch that 1 nothing wonder at a ferious clergyman, 
who being refolved to live and die in his Own opinion, when 
he was prefled to real them, replied, ‘* No, I will never 
read Mr, Fletcher's checks: for if I did, 1 fhould be of his 
mind.” 

18. A fhort extra& from another of his letters, will fhew 
what was his flate of mind at this crifis. ‘ How much wa- 
ter, fays he, may at laft rufh out from a litt!e opening? 
What are our dear L—’s jealoufies come to? Ah poor col- 
lege! Their conduét, among other reafons, has flirred me 
up to write in defence of the minutes. lethinks I dream, 
when I refleft, 1 have wrote controverfy—the laft fubjeét 

J thought I fhould meddle with. I expeét to be roughly 
handled on the account. Lerd, prepare me for every 


thing thou calleft me to! 
a” 


SHAP. V. 


From his leaving Trevecha, to his going to Briftol. 


1. HE frequent journies he took to and from Tre- 

vecka, while he prefided over the college, in all 

weathers, ard at all feafons of .the vear, farther impaired 

the firmnefs of his conftitution. And in fome of thofe 

journies, he had not only difficulties, but dangers likewife 
to encounter. Qne day, as he was riding over a wooden 

bridge, juft as he got to the middle thereof it broke in. 

The mare’s fore-legs funk into the river, but her breaft and 

hinder parts were kept up by the bridge. In that pofition 

“fhe Jay, as ftill as if fhe had been dead, till he got over her 
neck, and took off his bags, in which were feveral manu- 

{cripts, 
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fcripts, the fpoiling of which would have occafioned him 
much trouble. He then endeavoured to raife her up; but 
the would not ftir, till he went over the other part of the 
bridge. But no fooner did he fet his foot upon the ground, 
than fhe began to plunge, Immediately the remaining part 
of the bridge broke down, and funk with her into the river. 
But prefently ‘fhe rofe up again, fwam out, and came to 
him. 

2. About this time, Mr. Pi/moor being defirous to fee 
the infide of a coal-pit, Mr. Fletcher went with him to the 
bottom of a floping pit, which was fuppofed to be near a 
mile under the ground. They returned out of it without 
any inconvenience. But the next day, while feveral colliers 
were there, a.damp took fire, which went off with a vat 
explofion, and killed all the men that were in it. 

3. In February 1773, 1 received from him the following 
letter : 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


I hope the Lord, who has fo wonderfully flood by you 
hitherto, will preferve you to fee many of your fheep, and 
me among them, enter into reft. Should Providence call 
you firft, 1 thall do my belt, by the Lord’s affiflance, to 
help your brother to gather the wreck, and keep together 
thofe who are not abfolutely bent to throw away the Me- 
thodift doétrines and difcipline, as foon as he that now let- 
teth is removed out of the way. Every help will then be 
neceflary, and I fhall not be backward to throw in my 
mite. In the mean time you fometimes need an affiftant 
to ferve tables, and occafionally to fill up a gap. Provi- 
dence vifibly appointed me to that office, many years ago. 
And though it no lefs evidently called me hither, yet I 
have not been without doubt, efpecially for fome years paft, 
whether it would not be expedient, that I fhould refume 
my oflice as your deacon; not with any view of prefiding 
over the Methodifts after you; but to eafe you a little in 
your old age, and to be in the way of recovering, and per- 
haps of doing more good, 1 have fometimes thought, how 
fhameful 
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fhameful it was, that no clergyman fhould join you, to 
keep in the church the work GOD has enabled you to car- 
ry on therein, And as the little eftate I have in my own 
country is fufficient for my maintenance, I have thought 
I would one day.or other, offer you and the Methoditts 
my free fervice. While my love of retirement made me 
linger, I was providentially led to do fomething in Lady 
Huntingdon's plan. But being fhut out there, it appears 
to me, I am again called to my firft work. Neverthelefs 
I would not leave this place, without a fuller perfuafion 
that the time is guite come. Not that GOD ufes me much 
here, but I have not yet fufficiently cleared my confcience 
from the blood of all men. Meantime I beg the Lord 
to guide me by his counfel, and to make me willing to 
go any where, or no where, to be any thing, or nothing. 

Help by your prayers, till you ean blefs by word of mouth, 

Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your willing, though unprofitable fervayt in the gofpel, 


Madeley, Feb. 6, 1773. j. fF. 
[Continued at Page 183.) 


a <a <a 


The Jounnat of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifhop of the 
Methodift-Epif/copal Church. 







From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 
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[Continued from Page go. | 
\ EDNESDAY 13. Preached at 3 o'clock, on, Behold 

I fland at the door and knock. Oh! whata time of 
fatisfaétion and power was this to my own foul. Went 
afterwards to Mr. Taper’s, and many friends came at 8 
o'clock. I was enabled to preach with life. 

Thurfday 14. Went to the new church. Surely the 
power of GOD is amongft this people. After preaching 
with great afliftance, | lodged at I/aac Jendens’s, and in the 
morning 
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morning, he conduéted me to Gloucefter; and thenee we 
went by water to Philadelphia. Here I found a change, 
Brother Pi/more was come; and the houfe was given up; 
which pleafed me well, as it was a burden to the people. 
Brother Pi/more went to Mr. Wallace’s, and I went to Mr: 
Wilmer’s. On Friday night I was heavily affli€ted; and 
dear fifter Wilmer took great careof me. The next morn- 
ing, through the mercy of GOD, I was fomething — 
and preached in the evening. 

Lord's day 17. After preaching in the morning, went 
to fee George Hungary, who was near to eternity. He had 
peace in his foul,—Some flight me in this place, on account 
of my attention to difcipline ; and fome drop off. But my 
work is.to pleafe GOD. 

Tuefday 19. Went about 16 miles into the country, and 
preached at 11 o’clock, with energy of foul. A Prefby- 
terian minifter, who attended my preaching this morning, 
_ accompanied me part of the way back. We converfed, by 
the way, on the evidences of religion, the work of GOD, 
and fending out preachers.—This morning I arofe with more 
fpiritual firength, and felt a great defire to do the will of 
GOD with all purity of intention, defire and thought ; that 
in all things GOD may be glorified through Jefus Chrift. 

Wednefday 20. Went to Trentown, but as the court 
was fetting, was obliged to preach in a fchool-houfe, to but 
few people ; and as there were foldiers in the town, 1 could 
hardly procure lodging. 

Thurfday 21. Preached on the other fide of the river 
to a few fimple people ; and in the evening at Burlington, 
where the congregation was alfo fmall, on account of the fair. 

Friday 22. In the morning rode home in great pain ; 
but after dinner went 10 miles down the river. 

Sunday 24. We rode down to Greenwich, where I 
preached at 10 o’clock, to near 300 people colle&ted from 
different parts; we then rode back to friend Price’s where 
we dined ; and thence to Gloucefler, which made near 15 
miles. I preached there at_-g 6’clock, to about 200 peo- 
ple, and then went up the river in a boat, to Philad:lphia, 
where I preached at 7 o’clock. Monday 


- 
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Monday 25. Was unwell, but went to Burlington, and 
preached in the evening, though very fick. 

Tuefday 26. Found myfelf very unwell in the mornings 
but vifited a prifoner under fentence of death, and ftrove 
much to faften conviétion on his heart. Through the mers 
cy of GOD, I hope the poor man was humbled. ; 

Wednefday 27. Wentto New-mills, where I preached 
at 4 o'clock; and again at 10 o’clock the next morning, 
In our lodgings we had much young company who had but 
little fenfe of religion.—Mrs. Hewlings went wiih me in a 
chair. I had many people, Baptifts and others, though 
but little comfort in my own foul. 

Friday 29. I preached under the gaol wall; and for the 
benefit of the prifoner, attended him to the place of-executi- 
on. When he came forth, he roared like a bull in a net. 
He looked on every fide, and fhrieked for help ; but all in 
vain. O how awful! Die he muft. Doubtlefs, unprepa- 
red. I prayed with him and for him. Hew difficult it is 
(if I may ufe the term) to drench a hardened finner with re- 
ligion ! I faw him tied up; and then ftepping on a waggon, 
{poke a wordin feafon, and warned the people to flee fromthe 
wrath to come, and improve the day of their gracious vifi- 
tation, no more grieving the Spirit of GOD, left a day 
fhould come, in which they may cry, and GOD may refufe 
to hearthem. We then rode home to Phi/adelphia, where 
I exhorted in the evening, and found myfelf much more 
drawn out than I expeéted. 

Lord’s day 31. Preached morning and evening, with 
fome life; but find that offences increafe. However, I 
cannot help it. My way is, to go flraight forward, and 
aim at what is right. 

June 1. Preached this morning at 5 o’clock; and this 
day wrote to Mr. We/l-y, and. experienced a great degree 
ef purity in my foul. 

Tuefday 2. Rofe this morning between 4 and 5, and was 
much quickened in preaching; then went to Haddonfield, 
about noon—Satan had almoft gained an advaniage over me 
this 
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» this day ;.\but the Lord helped apd deliveredime, for his 
»mercy\and truth’s fake, and granted me life in my foul. 


i») Wednelday g. Preaching at.g at-Manta. creck, .was ta- 
voured with an opening and great power. -After preaching 
ofthere, abouts0o people went ta Mr. Taper’s, 1 aud-4» miles 
off. And there alfo I preached with life, «sb to si2im 
jeoThurkday gs» At Greenwich, was weak im body, \-but had 
‘fome liberty in preaching to about 200 willing people; but 
at Gloucefter, preached to only. a few dead. fouls, from this 
ftriking paflage—The word preached did not profit-them,. not 
: being mexed with Saith in them that heard at. yk) mui ob- 

yferve,. that inthis journey I have been kept in peace and 

punty, and had more freedom, life and power, thanel ever 
experienced in the city, .or perhaps ever fhall, ae 
Saturday 6. Sailing'4 miles up the ‘river, vanes ito Phis 
ladelphia in great comfort. 
Lord’s-day,> June 7. Afterspreaching im de wilting, 
was at the:table with Mr.. Stronger; and many felt the pows 


-erof GOD, ‘thongh I felt but little myfelf. | Wehada love. 


ofealt tosday,>.and many. could-teftify that GOD was-with as ; 
feveral of ‘our Ferfey-friends {pake of the power of SOR, 
with freedom. - 

‘Monday: 8.° With much difagreeable company, Ivfet of 
for. Trentown:; where many felt the divine power: wpotegt 
nying thesword. preached, 

-Wednefday 10. After proecking» on the other fide of the 
river, I rewrned to Philadelphia, and wee in make: even- 
ing. 

Dharkday 114 Set off in the ftage for Briflol, we —s 
the water to-fee a man fufpeéted:ef murder ; but found tim 
very ‘iguorant of things relating to his foul; I beaten returned 
10 Philadelphia'very unwell. 

Friday 12... In the morning Iwas a little heise, wk ~— 
to: preach: at § o'clocks not Lord was with: pg day 
at intercefhony:) — | 

Saturday 1. Hitherto the Loud hath helped Praifed 
be his dear name! 


x90 be cy 


Lord’s 
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Lord's day, June 14. After preaching in the morning 
with fome freedom of mind, went to St. Paul's, and 
afterwards {pent the afternoon in my room ; then preached 
and met the fociety in the evening ; but felt great drynefs, 
and was grieved to fee fo much conformity tothe world, in the 
article of drefs, among our people. 

Tuefday 16. Set off for Burlington; and though weak 
and infirm, preached at night, with liberty. 

Wednefday 17. I bent my courfe for New-mulls ; but fill 
groan for more life, and want to be more holy. 

Thurfday 18. After preaching twice at New-mills with 
great liberty and life, returned to Burlington ; but was very 
ill that night; and though quite unwell the next morning, 
yet proceeded on my way to Philad-lpha. 

Lord’s day, June 21. Finding myfelf much recovered, I 
preached with fome animation. 

Monday 22. This day my heart was in deep exercife. 

Tuefday 23. Walked down to Glouceflerepoint, and then 
rode to brother Ckew’s; and though very weak, weary, wet 
and low, while it rained very hard, I preached with fome 
power to many people from thefe words—As the rate 
cometh down, and the {now from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh ut bring forth and 
bud, that it may give /zed to the ower, and bread to the eater; 

So frail my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it fhall 
not return unto me vord, but rt fhall accomplifh that which I 
please, and et fhall profper in the thing whereto I fend it. 
Wednefday 24. At Greenwich, met with Mr. Séringer, 
who preached and baptized feveral people that feemed deeply 
affected. We then rode together, and had fome converfation 
on the infult which Mr. Shirly had given Mr. Hiefley. 
As Mr. Stringer knew that Mr. Sher/y had preached for My. 
Wefley, and was well acquainted with his doétrine, he was 
{urprized at his conduét.—He faid Mr. Wefley was undoubt- 
edly a good man, and had been ufetul to thoufands. 
Thurfday 25. Travelling back towards Glouce/ler, called 
at "Squire Przce’s ; and prefented him with a petition for rai- 
fing £150. to difcharge the debt on our preeching-hovfe at 
Vou. IL t Philadel tf; 
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Pliladelphia. He promifed both to give, himfelf, and try 
others. 

Friday 26. Returned to PArladslphia, and preached at 3 
with fome power. But ftill 1 am not entirely holy in thought, 
word and deed. Wall not the Lord get the viéiory? He 
furcly will, and I fhall be holy. I find that Satan ftrives to 
fow difeord among us; and this makes me defirous to leave 
the city. 

Saturday 27. Felt a great defire to live more to the glory 
of GOD ; and preached at night with fome life. Received 
a letter from Mr. P2/more replete with aceounts of his preach- 
ing abroad, in the church, to large congregations and the hike. 
My heart is flill diftreffed for want of more of GOD. I 
long to be wholly given up to him; to feek no favour but 
what cometh from him alone. I want to breathe after GOD 
in every breath. 

Lord’s day 28. This was a day of fweet reft to my foul ; 
and the Lord gave me power to {peak with fome affettion. 

Monday 29. Set out for Trenfown with fome loofe and 
trifling company in the ftage. After preaching in the even- 
ing with fome life and energy ; went the next day to preach 
in the field, and then returned, and preached with freedom 
to many people in the court-houfe. 

July rift. Went over the ferry and preached to many 
people ; among whom were fome fine Jadies who behaved 
with airs of great indiflerency. Returning to Frentown, I 
preached at night, and the next morning at 5, after whicls 
fet off for Philad:/phia with unprofitable company ; among 
whom I fat flill as a man dumb; and as one in whofe mouth 
there was no reproof. They appeared fo ftupidly ignorant, 
{ceptical, deiflical and atheiftical, that I thought, if there 
were no other hell, I fhould ftrive with all my might to fhun 
that. Came home late and weary ; but preached with fome 
comfort. Ihave lately been bleft with much purity of de- 
fire and fervour of {pirit; but greatly thirft after living 


more to GOD. 


} ie f ¢ 
[Continued at page 193. | 
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A fort account of the death of Mrs. Moore, of Baltimore, 
in Maryland; by Mr. George pene in a letter toa 
friend. 


AST night I preached a funeral fermon on the death 
of Mrs. Moore, who gave up her foul into the hands 
of Chrift, the Sunday before, 

She was awakened about a year ago; and foon after juf- 
tified freely through the redemption that isin Jefus. After 
that, fhe was at times exercifed with many doubts and fears; 
and had various trials common to the people of GOD.. All 
this while her bodily healih was decaying, for fhe was ina 
deep confumption, 

About a fortnight before her death, the Lord faved her 
from all doubt and fear, and filled her foul with his pure 
love. .From thenceforward fhe was like’a living flame ; 
and. fo filled with GOD, that every word the fpoke was pe- 
culiarly weighty, being fo clethed with divine power, that 
fhe often drew tears from my eyes, and thofe who were 
about her. 

She often put me in mind of the martyrs, rejoicing, and 
clapping their hands in the flames ; for the GOD of the 
Hebrews was evidently with her in her fiery trials. What 
elfe could enable her to triumph over all the decays of na- 
ture, and in the agonies of death! How often did I heart 
her fay, “1 long to be diffolved and to be with Chrift !” 
Her happy foul, like a bird in a {nare, fluttered to be gone! 

A little before fhe expired, fhe faid to her fitter, “ 1 am 
juft now going! Draw near, and I will tell you what praife, 
what mufic I hear !”"—She then ftopped a little. At laft fhe 
faid, * I cannot flay! Farewel! Farewel! Farewel!” and 
inftantly expired, without either figh or groan. May I 
alfo die the death of the righteous, and may my lait end be 
like unto her’s ! G. S. 


Nov. 25, 1774. 





148 LETTERS, &c. 


Bifhop HALw’s account of a remarkatle DREAM. 


66 FN my youth, when I was at Cambridge, my brother Liew 
ry lying with me, early one morning | dreamed that 
my mother palfed by with a fad countenance, and told me, 
That fhe would not come to my commencerrent, (having. 
promifed at that time to come to Cambridge.) When I re-: 
Jated this dream to my brother (both of us waking together 
in a {weat) he protefled he had dreamed the very fame. The 
next carrier brought us word of our mother’s death.” 
How can this be accounted for on merely rational prin+ 
ciples ? 


+> Dd b> > SC Cee 


LETT ER. 


[From Mr. J. Downes, to the Rev. J. Wefley.} 


London, Aug. 4, 1774 
. Rev. Sir, 
TAKE the liberty of fay before you fome of she rea- 
fonings of my mind, which you feem to be the beft able 
to anfwer. 

Laft winter the {weet counfel my wife and I took toge- 
ther, was the means of reviving my poor drooping foul. 
The more life we had, the more was our earneft defire that 
1 fhould again be devoted to GOD in his church. 

As your anfwer to our letter encouraged that defire, I 
caftemyfelf upon the Lord’s affiflance, and preached at the 
Foundry. GOD in his infinite mercy was pleafed to own 
his poor creature, and give fuch a blefling to my own foul, 
and the fouls ot feveral others, “as 1 think fully fhewed he 
was well pleafed with the return of bis poor prodigal, Be- 
ing encouraged by this, I preached the week following at 
Brentford, and it feems that I am about as much burt by 
preaching once, as I fhould be in walking two or three miles: 


both the one and the other gives me a ilow fever, for which 
I take the wormwood draughts. 


Ble Ted 
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Bleffed be GOD, Iam more and more convinced, it 
my duty to make the mof of the fhort remainder of |i fe. 
My cry is only, Lord what wouldit thou have me to do! 
But where fhall we draw the line between faith and enthu!i- 
afm? My wife thinks I ought to give up all, that | may be 
a preacher; and that as GOD has called me to it, | ought 
to believe he will give me ftrength. She thinks GOD has 
fo many times fhewn her in prayer, that this is his will, 
that the is quite willing to run all nfks; knowing that our 
heavenly Father is both able and willing to fupply all our 
needs: and the fays, the Lord has fo often affured her that 
he will in this way take care of her, that I thall grieve bis 
Spirit if I do not give up all; and fhe has an odd, and con- 
tinued impreffion that he will make us both afeful, and 
deliver us from this prefent, perhaps penal ufelefinefs. Is 
this faith or enthufiafm ? That which inclines me to the 
former is, that I know how clofe the walks with GOD; 
and how many hours in the day the {pends‘n private pray- 
er: and that this is always the refult of her neareft acceffes 
to the throne of grace. That the Lord may blefls you 
with the ‘choiceft of his bleffings, is, Rev. Sir, the prayer 
of your ugworthy fon and fervant in Pie golpel of Chrift, 


J. DOWNES, 


N. B. A little after this he dropt down dead in the 
pulpit, juft when he had concluded his fermmon in Weft- 
ftreet Chapel, London! 

Bleffed is that fervanf, whom his Lord, when he cometh, 


fhall find fo doing—thall find doing the will of GOD, 


> <>< 


A frort account of AxN Nicnors, of Wigan, in 
Lang a flare. 


[| Written by a Friend. | 


‘ NN NICHOLS wasa [potlefs pattern of Ciriflian 


perfection. From the time the experienced this 


bleffing, 
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bleffing, fhe never loft a fenfe of it for a moment, The 
cafe was the fame in her juftification, She walked ynder 
a true fenfe of her acceptance every moment till fhe was 
fanctified. A clearer witnefs of the doétrines taught by 
the Methodifts I never knew: the fame is generally believ- 
ed by our friends who knew her, Her life was chafle and 
{fpotlefs, conftantly difplaying the length, and breadth, the 
depth and height of the love of Jefus. When the was on 
her death-bed, fhe clafped her arms round her nurfe’s neck, 
and faid, with all the flrength fhe had, “ The work of my 
falvation is finifhed! 1 can neither doubt nor fear; for 
Jefus is now with me!” She departed this life, Dec. 15, 
1786, and in the gift year of her age. 


SSE 


A fhort account of the death of Mr. Thomas Lee: ia a letter 
to the Rev. John Wefley: written by Mrs. Lee. 


Rev. Sir, 

Y dear hufband’s laft illnefs began with a paim in his 

. foot, which foon went up into his leg. When he 
mentioned it, we thought it was the rheumatifm, and applied 
many things to warm it. By thefe means it feemingly got 
better. After fome time it afcended into his thigh, and be- 
came very exquifite. Onthe morning before he died, the 
violence of the pain abated a little, But in the afternoon 
it grew worfe again: yet he had no apprehenfion of his 
death, 

The evening before he died, he expreffed great refigna- 
tion to the will of the Lord: though, as he faid, the pains 
drank up his fpirits. He faid, “ 1 am the Lord’s ; and I 
feel that 1 am united to him: and I know J fhall be with 
him for ever!” 

He preached twice the Sunday before he died ; although 
he went to the preaching-houfe on crutches, and fat all the 
time he preached. His firft text that day was, ‘ All fleth 
is as grafs, and the glory thereof is as the flower of the grafs : 

the. 
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the grafs withereth, the flower thereof fadeth away. But 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever; and this is the 
word, which by the gofpel is preached unto you.” His laft 
text was, “ Surely I know that it fhall be well with them 
that fear the Lord,” &c. In this fermon, he faid, “ perhaps 
this will be my laft fermon :” and truly the power of the 
Lord was folemnly felt by moft prefent. And as if he faw 
his end was near, he gave out a funeral hymn. And when 
he came to thofe words, 


“« By faith we already behold 
That lovely Zeru/alem here ; 
Her walls are of jafper and gold, 
As cryftal her buildings are clear,” 


he feemed to be quite tranfported at the thought of meeting 
Jefus. 

The night in which he died, I went to bed as ufual. But 
before I flept, the pain flew up to his heart. On this I 
arofe, and called in George Efkrick. We raifed him up, 
and put fomething in his mouth, which came out again. He 
was fo fenfible as to take my handkerchief to wipe it up. 

We laid him down again. He fobbed feveral times, look- 
ed up once and fmiled; clofed his eyes, and gently fell afleep. 

A few months before, he told me he had never fuch a 
view of GOD’s love towards him, as he had that morning 
in prayer. The following words were then made a great 
bleffing to*him: “ Fear not, for I have redeemed thee: I 
have called thee by thy name : thou art mine.” From that 
time, I believe he never had a fhadow of doubt on his mind, 
concerning his eternal welfare. 


Iam, Rev. Sir, yours affe€tionately, 


MARY LEE. 


Bolton, Sept. 9, 1786. 


A fhort 
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A fhort account of a Yorkthire man, who dug a pit for his 
wife and fell into it himfelf : by Mr. J. F. of Leeds. 


Leeds, May 5, 1786. 

¢¢ FEW weeks ago, a man in this neighbourhood, who 

was weary of his wife, after buying a piece of beef, 

and rubbing it well over with arfenic, ordered her to roaft 

it for diner. While it was roafting, the woman was taken 

fo il!, that though he prefled her much, fhe could not eat 

a morfel of it: and he making fome excufe for not eating of 
it himfelf, it was put by for the next day. 

But the next day he brought home fome fifh, and ordered 

-to drefs them for his dinner, This being dofie, he 

wn andate heartily. But before he had done? he was 

|. On afking his wife what fhe had fryed the 

‘aid, “ with the drippings of the beef 1 roafted 

On hearing this he cried out, ‘ Then | am a dead 

Phen throwing down his knife and fork, he confef- 

.¢ done, and died in about two hours!” 

that reads this account can help admiring, on the 

one hand, the providence of GOD, in preferving the life 

of this injured woman ? and, on the other, his juftice, in 

caufing the very evil to fall on the head of this hard-hearted 

finner, which he fo cruelly intended fhould fall on his wife?) 
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Poetry. 


oe PRY De 


AIREST and foremoft of the train that wait 
On man’s moi dignified and happieft Rate, 


Whether we name thee Cherity or Love 
’ 
Chief grace below, and allin all above; 
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- Come, prompt me with benevolent defires, 
Teacltme to “kindle at thy gentle fires; 

And though difgrac’d and flighted, to redeem 
A \poet’s name, by making thee her theme. 


GOD working ever on a focial plan, 

By various ties attaches'man to man: 

He imade ‘at firft, though free and unconfin’d, 
One’ man the common father of the kind; 
That every tribe, though plac’d as he fees beft, 
Where feas or defarts part them from the reft, 
’ Diff’ring in language, manners, or in face, 
Might feel themfelves allied to all the race. 


_ Again, the band of commerce was defign’d 
TY” afloetate all the branches’ of mankind; 
And if a BOundlefs plenty be the robe, 
“"Pradé is the golden girdle of the globe: ° 
. Wile to’ promote whatever end’he means, 
GOD opens fruitful nature’s various fcenes: 
- Each climate needs what other climes produce, 
_ And offers fomething to the general ufe: 
No lard but liftens to the common call, 
‘Afid'in return receives fapply from all: 
This genial intercourfe and mutual aid, 
Cheers what were elfe’an univerfal fhade ; 
Calls. nature from her icy-mantled den, 
And foftens human rock-work into mén. , 


Ingenious art with her expreflive face 
Steps forth to fafhion and refine the race ; 
Not only fills neceflity’s demands, 

But overcharges her capacious hands: 
Capricious tafte itfelf can crave no more, ? 
Than fhe fupplies from her abounding flore: * 
She ftrikes out all that luxury can afk, ~* 

And gains new vigour at her endlefs tafk.---. 
Vor. I, W 
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Here is the fpacious arch, the fhapely fpire, 
The painter’s pencil, and the poet's lyte: | 
From her the canvas borrows light and fhade, 
And verfe more lafting, hues that never fade. 
She guides the finger o’er the dancing keys, 
Gives difficulty all the grace of eafe, 

And pours.a torrent of fweet notes around, 
Faft as the thirfting ear can drink the found. 
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Thefe are the gifts of art, and art thrives mof 
Where commerce has enrich’d the bufy coafl: 
He catches all improvements in his flighit, 
Spreads foreign wonders im hig country’s fight; 
Imports what others havé invented well, 

And ftirs his own to match them, or excel. 
’Tis thus reciprocating each with each, . 
Alternately the nations ‘learn and teach; | 
While Providence enjoins to every foul 
An union with the‘ vaft terraqueous whole. 













But ah! what wifh can profper, or what prayer, 
For merchants rich in cargoes of defpair, 

Who drive a loathfome trafic, gage and fpan, 
And buy the mufcles and the bones of man? 

_The tender ties of father, bufband, friend, 

All bonds of nature in that moment end, 

And each emdures, while yet he draws his breath, 
A ftroke as fatal as the fcythe of death. 

The fable warrior, frantic with regret 

Of her he loves, and never can forget, 

Lofes in tears the far-reeeding fhore; 

But not the thought that they muft-meet no more? 
Depriv’d of her and freedom at a blow, 

What has he left that he can yet forego? 

Yes, to deep fadnefs fullenly refign’d, 

He feels his body’s bondage in his mind, 

Puts off his generous feelings, and to fuit 

‘His manners to his fate, puts on the brutes 


















Some 













POETRY, 


Some men make gain a fountain, whence proceeds 
A ftream of lib’ral and heroic deeds: 

The {well of pity, not to be confin’d 

Within the {canty limits of the mind, 

Difdains the bank, and throws the golden fands, 

A rich depofit, on the bordering lands, 

Thefe have an ear for hzs paternal call, 

Who makes fome rich for the fupply of all, 
GOD's gift with pleafure in his praife employ, 
And Thornton is familiar with the joy. 


O could I worfhip aught beneath the fkies, 
That earth hath feen, or fancy ean devife, 
Thine altar, facred liberty, fhould fland, 

Built by no mercenary, vulgar hand; 
With fragrant turf, and flowers as wild and fair 
As ever dreft a bank, or {cented fummer-air, 
Daily, as ever on the mountain’s height ¢ 

_ The deep of morning thed a dawning light; 
Again, when evening in her fober veft 
Drew the gray curtain of the fading weft; 
My foul fhould yield thee willing thanks and praife 
For the chief bleffings of my faireft days. 
But that were facrilege—praife is not thine, 
But his who gave thee, and preferves thee mine: 
Elfe I would fay (and as I fpeak, bid fly 
A captive bird into the boundlefs fky) 
Th’ UNITED StaTEs adore thee—thou art come 
From Sparta hither, and art here at home. 
We feel thy force fill a€tiva, at this hour 
Enjoy immunity from prieflly power; 
While confcience, happier than in ancient years, 
Owns no fuperior but the GOD fhe fears. 


True charity, a plant divinely nurs’d, 
Fed by the love from which it rofe at firlt, 
Thrives againft hope, and in the rudeft fcene; 
Storms but enliven its unfading green. | 


Exub’rant 











































156 POETRY. 


Exub’rant is the fhadow it fupplies, 
Its fruit on earth, its growth above the fkies. 

To look at him who form’d us, and redcem’d, 

So glorious now, though once fo difelteem’d; 

To fee a GOD ftretch forth a human hand | 

T’ uphold the boundlefs fcenes of his command ; 

To recolleét that in a form like our’s, 

He bruis’d beneath his feet th’ infernal powers, 
Captivity led captive rofe to claim 

The wreath he won fo dearly, in our name; 

That thron’d above all height, he condefcends 

To call the few that truft in him his friends; 
That in the heavén of heavens, that fpace he deems 
Too fcanty for th’ exertion of his beams, 

And fhines as if impatient to beftow 

Life anda kingdom upon worms below :— 

That fight imparts a never-dying flame, 

Though feeble in degree, in kind the fame. 

Like him, the foul thus kindl’d from above, 

Spreads wide her arms of univerfal love, 

And ftill enlarg’d as the receives the grace, 
Includes creation in. her clofe embrace. 

Behold a Chriftian—and without the fires 

The founder of that name alone infpires, 

Though all accomplifhments, all knowledge meet, 
To make the fhining prodigy complete, 
Whoever boafts that name, behold a cheat. 


Thus have I fought to grace a ferious lay 
With many a wild indeed, but flowery {pray; 
In hopes to gain what elfe I muft have lof, 
‘Th’ attention pleafure has fo much engrofs'd. 
But if unhappily deceiv’d I dream, 

And prove too weak for fo divine a theme, 
Let Charity forgive me a miftake, Y 
that zeal, not vanity, has chanc’d to make, » 
And Spare the poet for the fubjeft’s fake. 














